Vital 
day for 


_ Society 


HUNDREDS of people 
concerned with the 
care and welfare of 
the handicapped will 
gather in London on 
Saturday, November ], 
for the most important 
event in The Spastics 
Society’s year — the 
Annual General Meet- 
ing. 

At the meeting, held at 
the Royal College of Sur- 
geons, Lincolns Inn, dele- 
gates will hear reports of 
the Society’s progress dur- 
ing the year, and of the 
problems to be faced in the 
future. 

It is expected that the meet- 
ing will be dominated by the 
bogey of inflation which is 
forcing up the cost of building 
and equipping centres for 
spastics and of providing per- 
sonal. services “to individuals 
and families to an alarming 
degree. However, it is unlikely 
that the Society's honorary 
officers will report any 
retrenchment against the rising 


_tide of financial problems, but 


the faith and deter- 
to continue a 
programme -_ of 


instead 
mination 
courageous 
expansion. 

During the AGM delegates 
holding voting powers. will 
elect six people to fill the 
vacancies on the Society’s 
Executive Council, and the 
page in last month’s Spastics 
News which gave photographs 
and biographies of the candi- 
dates nominated and-empha- 
sised the importance of the 
Council as. the  Society’s 
governing body, has been re- 
printed for distribution at the 
meeting. 

At the last meeting of the 
Executive Council, the 


. Society's Chairman, Mr Dor- 


rien Belson, announced plans 
for a weekend meeting in 


Cont on Page 12. 
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“Let's 


JANICE HANCOCK was shocked by 


raise a cheer 


for fund raisers who 


defy Ulster strife 


FUND raising is never an easy business, especially in the 


current economic climate. 


But for the Northern Ireland 


Council for Orthopaedic Development (NICOD) there 
are very obvious additional problems. 


Bombings, shootings and 
general violence rule out or 
reduce many of the traditional 
fund-raising activities such as 
door knocks and flag days. A 
previous flag day coincided 
with the tragic ‘bleody Sun- 
day.’ And although these are 
still ‘held, their scale has been 
drastically reduced, and_ pro- 
ceeds are cut accordingly. 

But NICOD is taking ‘the 
troubles‘ in its stride, and 
raising more and more money 
despite everything. ‘You get 
used. to the problems, said 
Appeals Organiser» Andrew 
Park. ‘And you learn to live 
with them. 

‘But one thing we have in 
our favour is the outstanding 
generosity of Northern Ireland 
people. From what I have 
seen, they seem more ready: to 
give than people in England.’ 

An example of this is the 


tremendous response to 
Northern Ireland’s  Spastics 
Week. More than £9,000 was 
raised, most of which will go 
towards a residential hostel for 
severely handicapped adults in 
Belfast, which is scheduled to 


“open in January. 


Another example was pro- 
duced at a stand which NICOD 
took at the Ideal Home Exhi- 
bition held at Balmoral. ‘It 
cost us £200,’ said Mr Park. 
‘And I was ready to write this 
off as payment for the good- 
will and publicity the stand 
would generate. 

“Instead we grossed £1,800 in 
sales of jewellery and Christ- 
mas cards. The £200 outlay 
was covered by the proceeds 
from a. competition we held, 
and from a raffle. 


‘On top of that 
Cont on Page 3. 


we won 


Now this is what we call a 


TV SHOW 


Spastics 
Society New Series, Price 23p 


AGM: | BBC's SHOCK ‘NO’ TO. “i 


REQUEST 


THE Secretary of the London ’62 Club for handi- 
capped people, Miss Janice Hancock, was in for 
a shock when she applied to the BBC to take a 
party from the club to attend the recording of 


a television show. 


The answer from the BBC 


Ticket Unit in a word was ‘No.’ 


In a letter, Miss Han- 
cock was told: ‘You prob- 
ably know that we are 
unfortunately unable to 
accommodate __ physically 
handicapped people at any 
television show. This is 
due to the very stringent 
safety regulations imposed 
on the studios by the GLC 
because of the large 
amount of technical equip- 
ment and its situation in 
relation to the audience, 
also the actual layout of 
the studios and seating. 

‘Consideration also has to be 
given to the possibility of hav- 
ing to disperse the audience 
rapidly and in safety in the 
event of any kind of emer- 
gency.’ 

The letter concluded: ‘While 
I do appreciate your difficul- 
ties and would sincerely like 
to. be able to help, I regret I 
am unable to do this, nor am 
[ able to offer you any radio 
programmes-as an alternative.’ 


Flabbergasted’ 


Said Janice, who uses a 
wheelchair herself: ‘I was 
flabbergasted. The letter was 
so adamant. 

‘IT certainly hadn’t antici- 
pated any major problems, 
especially as I have previously 
attended a recording of the 
Larry Grayson show at Elstree 
Studios. There was no prob- 
lem then. And I know that 
many other disabled people 
have attended television shows. 

‘If an organisation as vast 
as the BBC cannot provide for 
a few kandicapped people— 
well it’s really a set-back. I 
realise there are problems, and 
I am certainly not asking for 
any special privileges for the 
disabled. Nor do I expect them 
to cater for large numbers of 


people in wheelchairs. We 


crowd 


IT just shows what can be 
done when a local group 
run an eyent really well. 
Our picture shows just 
some of the 4,500 people 
who attended a Cale- 
donian Market held by 
Worthing, Littlehampton 
and District Spastics 
Society are pictured at the 
Assembly Hall, Worthing. 
The market raised £836, 
which will go towards 
equipment for the group’s 
Fitzalan Howard Spastics 
Centre. 

The group has held five 
major fund-raising events 
over the past year and 
made a total profit of 
£7,000. Well done! 

Picture by courtesy 
of Worthing Herald. 


just want a chance to attend 
shows, im just the same way 
that non-handicapped people 
can attend. 


‘I felt that the BBC’s letter 
could have been more explana- 
tory. They didn’t seem to 
care.’ 

As a result of the rebuttal, 
Spastics News telephoned the 
BBC. A spokesman said that 
small numbers of people in 
wheelchairs could be catered 
for. In fact it was not un- 
common for disabled people to 
attend shows. although they 
could not be accommodated in 
large numbers. 


He explained that there 
were sometimes problems with 
certain types of seating design, 
and a large number of people 
in wheelchairs would constitute 


| 


ee ne ena 


a safety hazard in the event of © 


a fire. or other emergency. 

‘But I think it should be 
made fairly clear that yes, we 
can and do allow disabled 
people into the studios,’ he 
said. ‘However, the final 
decision rests with the floor 
manager of the show con- 
cerned.’ 

He suggested that the Lon- 


Cont on Page 12. 


sporting. ie 


IN the past, severely 
handicapped people haye 
usually had to accept the 
role of spectator, as far as 


sport is concerned. But 
times are changing, and so 
are attitudes. 

Nowadays, more and more 
disabled people are taking 
part in sporting activities. 
Sailing, horse riding, fishing, 
swimming, gliding, judo and 
mountain climbing ... plus a 
number of special activities 
geared to the wheelchair- 
bound. 

To keep you up to date with 


NOVEMBER, 1975 


reads 
Spastics 
News... 


A LETTER in Spastics 
News spelled romance for 
Lynne Wilcock, of Dares- 
bury Hall, the Society’s 
residential centre near 
Warrington, Lancashire. 

Lynne, who is 27 and who 
spends most of her time in a 
wheelchair, wrote asking for 
a pen friend. She received a 
reply from Geof Wilson, a 
lightly handicapped spastic 
from Coventry. And the 
reply was followed up by a 
visit. 

Now the couple plan to get 
engaged when Lynne ers 
on holiday over Christmas. 

A teacher at Daresbury Hall, 
Mary Richardson says — that 
nearly all of the residents 
there are now asking for pen 
friends. She says the residents 
are aged 17 and upwards, 

Mrs Richardson encourages 
her pupils to write 1 etters, 
Many are still in the process 
of learning to read and write. 
Letters stimulate their progress 
and broaden their horizons. 

As for Lynne, two of her 
hobbies are ideal for someone 
‘contemplating matrimony. She 
likes both cookery and needle- 
work. 


BREWERY draysmen imper- 
sonated mothers and babies 
to take part in a sponsored 
pram race in Halifax, York- 
shire. The event brought in 
£450 for Celderdale Spastics 
Society and a local association 
for the blind. 


all the events being held, and 
all the latest developments, 
Spastics News will run a regu« 
lar sports column which we 
hope will inspire many more 
disabled people to join the 
sporty set. 

Simon Karner, the boy in 
the picture above, needs ne 
persuading—he knows what 
fun riding can be. He is 
shown receiving a trophy for 
jumping at The _  Spastics 
Society's annual gymkhana, 
from Mr Peter Felgate, a 
pioneer of riding for the dis- 
abled. More about the gym- 
khana, and- swimming and 
sailing on page 7, 
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Adding fun to learning 


$22 


News in 


. brief 


THE Young Upstarts 
lenged the Old Has-Beens to 


chal- 


a 10-mile run in South East 
London and spastics were the 
winners—to the tune of £250, 

The Upstarts, three young 
regulars of the Dutch House 
pub, Eltham, bet a trio of older 
customers that they could not 
run 10 miles. ~The challenge 
was taken up and sponsorship 
forms prepared. A Has-Been 
and an Upstart finished the 
course together in 85 minutes 
and the contest was declared 
a draw. 


CHADDERTON and Royton 
Ladies’ Circle, Lancashire, has 
raised £120 for the Heathbank 
Spastics Centre, Oldham. 


Se 


DARTS players held a 36-hour 
non-stop marathon throw-in at 
the Cross Hands Inn, 
Martletwy, and raised £317 for 
the Pembrokeshire  Spastics 
Society. 


THE annual coffee morning of 
Worthing, Littlkehampton and 
District Spastics Society, held 
at Arundel Castle, raised .a 
record- £430. The event was 
attended by over 1,000 people. 


AT a flag day held by South 
end and District Spastic 
Soeréty, a total of £663 was 
collected.’ The sum will help 
towards the cost of a new 
ambulance. 


A DARTS competition held in 
aid of Croydon and District 
Spastics Society has raised 
£550. 


BRIGHTON spastics’ shop has 
been robbed of more than 
£100 worth of gold watches. 


WOLVERHAMPTON 
District Spastics Society 
recently celebrated its 10th 
birthday with an inniversary 
dance, attended by the founder- 


and 


chairman, Dr Margaret 
Griffith and other founder 
members. Also present were 


local MP Mr Nick Budgen and 
Mrs Budgen. 

A special anniversary cake 
Was cut by Dr Griffiths, who 
congratulated the group on its 
achievements 


ENGINEERING students 
from Croydon College. of 
Design and Technology in 
Surrey have devised equip- 
ment which will make 
learning easier and more 
fun for children at the 
Croydon spastics’ centre. 
This includes a jigsaw 
where a bulb lights up as 
each piece is put into place 
and a bell rings when the 
whole pattern is completed. 
Another device teaches the 
children to identify objects, 
numbers or words and a 
Wombles_ roundabout 
rotates when a child sup- 
plies the right answer. Pic- 
ture left shows Paul 
Williamson, aged _ four, 
playing the picture identifi- 
cation game. 
Pictures by courtesy of 
Croydon Advertiser. 


Do you need 
design aid? 


THE Society 
Artists and Designers has set 


of Industrial 
up a group of members who 


offer a professional design 
special 
voluntary and charitable 
The SIAD 
the professional association of 
has 


different 


service at rates. to 


organisations. is 


practising designers and 
within it 40 
categories of designers in the 


some 


basic sections of product 
design, fashion/textiles, in- 
‘terior and exhibitions and 
graphics. 


Some designers do already 
work for agencies concerned 


with the needs of the under 
privileged, the disabled and 
the Third World. Recently 
increasing numbers have 


expressed: an interest in such 
work and the purpose of the 
group is to bring these design- 
ers and client bodies together. 

Interested groups. and 
organisations should write to: 
The Alternative Design Group, 


Secretary, Society of Industrial . 


Artists and Designers, 12 Carl- 
ton House Terrace, London 
SWILY SAH. 


Introducin 


test 


the warm-air after-bath dryer for people 
who can’t dry themselves 


Wherever people can't manage to use a towel, LUXAIRE is the 


answer 


A-sturdy stainless steel heater-blower unit delivers a stream of 


warm air. from face level to floor: 


Fast, all-over drying action. Safe; simple operation. Automatic time 


control. 


Ideal for the elderly; weak and handicapped: and.for 


Sensitive or infected:skins. 


patients with 


LUXAIRE reduces need for:staff attendance at bath times “And 
helps patients retain their self-respect and privacy. ’ 


Electrical specification in accordance with H.T.M.8. 


COMAMATICG 


Equipment Ltd 
4 Exmoor Street London W10 6DW 
Tel: 01-969 0101 (23 lines) 


Birmingham: 021-558 0765 
Exeter: 0392 50648 
Glasgow: 041-332 0644/5 
Manchester: 061-773 9131 
York: 0904 26423 SN-11-75 


Hospital death: The 
missing witness 


A PLEA for a missing witness 


fo come forward, was made 
during an inquiry into the 
mysterious death of a _ sub- 
normal spastic patient, at St 
Ebba’s Hospital, Epsom, 
Surrey, on October 24. The 


plea was aimed at Mrs-Wini- 
fred Scott, a nurse. who was 
possibly the last person to see 
the patient alive. 

The inquiry—which was 
adjourned—was into the death 
of ‘Mr John: Matthews, 24, on 


the night of May 30... Mr 
Matthews, who had lived in 
the hospital since he was 


three, died from ‘scald type’ 
burns. 

Legal representation for /the 
parents of the dead mam is 
being paid for by The Spastics 
Society. Mr and Mrs §S.. J. 
Matthews could not afford to 
bear the costs themselves, and 
they were denied legal aid 
because of a anomaly. in the 
law. 

Mrs Scott, the missing wit- 
ness, was a night nurse at St 
Ebba’s Hospital for several 


years. Her last period of duty 
was in Mr Matthews’ ward. 

When her three weeks holi- 
day was due to start on Sep- 
tember 28, she miissed her last 
day. of duty. She should have 
returned’ on October 12, two 
weeks before the inquiry, but 
did not. 

On Wednesday her counsel 
received a letter saying that her 
return to this country would 


be delayed because of - her 
father’s death. 
Mrs Margaret Puxon, 


Inquiry Chairman, said: “We 
must find the person closest to 
the incident. We will not 
shrink from the task: 

‘It would be much better for 
Mrs ‘Scottsto put: her version 
much more fully than at the 
coroners inquest, Which was 
over in no time.” 

The .adjournement. for at 
least a month, will also give 
hospital engineers a chance to 
investigate further, the 
temperatures’ of water in the 
bathrooms and kitchens nearest 
the wards where Mr Matthews 
lived. 


Chairman ts 
lifelong 
campaigner 


CHAIRMAN of a 
formed by 
Chester and District Spastics 
Association, is .Mr Donald 
Dwelly, 73, a lifelong cam- 
paigner for the rights of dis- 
abled people. 


new wel- 


fare committee 


Mr Dwelly is himself con- 
fined to a wheelchair, follow- 
ing a disastrous anti-rabies 
vaccination administered in 
India before the last war. He 
moved to Chester in 1946 and 
worked in the engineering 
field at the nearby Thornton 
Research Station for 25 years. 


He had a house built to his 
own specifications so that he 
can move about with ease in 
his wheelchair. But he feels 
that it has taken a long time 
for the designers of public 
buildings to recognise the 
needs of disabled people. 


New booklets 


THE Oxfordshire Area Health 
Authority is to publish a 4th 
edition of its 10 booklets on 
Equipment for the Disabled. 
Titles will include Communi- 


cation, _ and Clothing and 
Dressing for Adults (due late 
autumn 1975). These will be 


followed by Home Manage- 
ment in early 1976, 


Children need 
technology 


A PIONEERING course on 
Educational Technology for 
the Handicapped Child is to 
be held at Castle Priory Col- 
lege, Berkshire, from Novem- 
ber 3 to 7 1975. 

Directing the course will be 


Roger Jefcoate, consultant 
assessor and lecturer on elec- 
tronic equipment for the 


severely disabled, and speakers 
have been invited with wide 
experience in the education of 
the physically handicapped. 


| 


They will try and 


solve your problems 


—by electronics 


MANY tasks which disabled 
people find difficult have been 
partly, or completely solved 
with the aid of specially 
designed electronic equipment. 
Perhaps the most outstanding 
examples are the Possum con- 
trol systems which enable a 
disabled person to switch on 
and off 11 electrical items just 
by sucking a tube, or to con- 
trol an electric typewriter with 
another Possum contro] just 
by sucking and light puff on a 
tube. Possum is not the only 
electronic aid, there are many 
others manufactured which all 
show the great potential there 
is in harnessing electronic 
power to assist disabled people. 

Occasionally, though, ‘there 
is a particular task a disabled 
person wishes to achieve but 
for which he or she can find no 
aid, The task may be quite 
simple and one which able- 
bodied people would take for 
granted that everyone could 
manage. It may also be so 
simple that the disabled person 
can themselves think of an aid 
or gadget that would overcome 
the problem, but be frustrated 
because no manufacturer pro- 
duces the gadget. In other 
words what they require is a 
‘one-ofl’ aid, and few firms are 
willing even to look at such 
projects, and even if they do, 
the cost is high. 

We are therefore delighted 
to report that the Possum 
Users Association has received 
two most generous ollers from 
qualified electronics engineers 


to produce individual items 
that disabled people may 
require. They are quite pre- 


pared to tackle any problems 
disabled people may have 
which can be solved by elec- 
tronic equipment. They. have 
very kindly agreed to under- 
take the work without charge, 
although if considerable 
materials were involved they 
would obviously need some 
contribution towards the cost. 

To avoid giving these volun- 
teers unnecessary work, we 
would be grateful if those dis- 
abled people who would like 
to take advantage of their 
offer would send details of 
their problems and, if they 
have a solution plan, that as 


well, and it will be forwarded 
to the engineers. In this way 
jt is hoped to avoid duplicat- 
ing the production of aids 
already manufactured. 


So please do not hesitate, 
send as much information as 
you can about any problem 
that you think could be solved 
by electronic equipment, and 


the engineers will see what 
they can do. The address to 
write to is the Possum Users 
Association, 14 Greenvale 
Drive, Timsbury, Bath, BA3 


HP. 


—— 


November 
cookery 


WE 
EGG-IN-A-BED (serves 4) 

20z home-produced butter 

40z sliced mushrooms 

2 tomatoes, skinned 

chopped 
Salt and pepper 
40z British Cheddar cheese, 
grated 

4 British eggs 

4 gill fresh dairy cream 

Chopped parsley 

Melt butter, fry mushrooms 
and tomatoes and season. Put 
half the mixture plus half the 
cheese in bottom of four indi- 
vidual greased fireproof dishes, 
break an egg into each dish. 
Pour cream gently over. Top 
with remaining cheese. Bake 
at 350deg F, Mark 4. for eight 
to 10 minutes, depending on 
size of egg. Garnish with 


amd 


Sponsored torture: 


fresh chopped parsley. 


P, 


THE marathon massage is the latest in sponsored efforts 


on behalf of spastics. 


At Middlesbrough General Hos- 


pital, four physiotherapy students held a non-stop flesh- 
pounding session which lasted for more than 48 hours. 


Friends, other members 
themselves 
girls had 


of hospital staff and the sponsors 


made willing ‘victims,’ and after 24 hours the 
already raised £150. 


Pictured at work on Rufus Cant are Tricia Cullen, 
Sue Brunning and Gillian Brown. The fourth member 
of the team was Elizabeth Duff. 


Picture by courtesy of the Northern Echo. 
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Helping 


~ disabled 
in the 
City 


DISABLEMENT. in the 
City is a newly-formed 
charity ‘designed to  pro- 
mote the interests of handi- 
capped people in the City 
of London. Its aims and 
terms of reference were 
outlined at a public meet- 
ing held at St Bartholo- 
mew’s Hospital and atten- 
ded by Mr Alf Morris, 
Minister for the Disabled. 


The first task will be to carry 
out a door-to-door survey to 
locate the whereabouts ‘and 
needs of any disabled people 
living within the City boun- 
daries. The organisation is 
appealing for volunteers from 
various firms and _ voluntary 
bodies ta help with the survey 
which will be made in conjunc- 
tion with the local social ser- 
vices department. Under the 
terms of the Chronically Sick 
and Disabled Persons Act this 
should, of course, have been 
done years ago but the City 
has only recently appointed a 
Director of Social Services. 


It is unlikely that the survey 
will unearth another Dr Samuel 
Johnson; thought to have been 
a spastic and certainly one of 
the City’s most distinguished 
past residents. In his time, 
most City businessmen ‘lived 
over the shop’ but now ‘the 
resident population has 
dwindled to about 5,000 while 
thousands pour in to work 
there during the day. 


It is hoped that Disablement 
in the City will later turn its 
attention to the disabled work- 
ing population and examine 
such matters as commuting 
problems. Orange Badge park- 
ing and office fire regulations 
which are sometimes used by 
firms as an excuse for not 
employing the statutory quota 


of disabled people. 


Inquiries should be addressed 
o: Mrs T. Rose, Development 
Officer, Greater London Asso- 
ciation for the Disabled (Dis- 
ablement in the City), 183 
pngpsway: London W2 SHL. 


FOUR people closely ‘concerned with the problems of the handicapped get together at 


the reception. 


From left to right: Mr Derek Lancaster-Gaye, the Society’s Director of 


Resources, Mr Dorrien Belson, Chairman of The Spastics Society, Mr Alf Morris, MP, 
Minister tor the Disabled, and Mr James Loring, the Society’s Director. 

PICTURE below: Mr P. Mayhew, Headmaster, Thomas Delarue School, Mr Christopher 
Mayhew, former MP, his brother, and Mrs Phyllis Foreman, of Central Council for 


Disabled. 


Over 40 years in hospital - but ‘no regrets’ 


RAYMOND JORDAN, a 
severely handicapped athetoid, 
with useless limbs and almost 
unintelligible speech, has been 
in a Birmingham subnormality 
than 40 


hospital for more 


years. 


Somewhere along the line he 
has learnt the basic elements of 
spelling and, grammar, but his 
lively intelligence has never 
found a suitable means of 
expression until now when he 
is in his 50s.. The. transforma- 


I This space is kindly 
donated by 


ALLEN 


ie (Melton) Ltd | 
| Dock Lane, Melton, | 
oil Woodbridge, Suffolk | 
Tel Woodbridge 4171 | 


was brought about not 
with the aid of advanced 
medical technology but 
through a standard piece of 
office equipment. 

Last April Spastics News 
told how Mr A. Mitchell, the 
Society’s Supplies Officer, had 
been able to provide a recon- 
ditioned IBM electric type- 


tion 


writer, paid for by the hospital . 


social club. At the time, we 
reproduced one of Raymond’s 
earliest efforts on the machine 
—a ‘thank you’ letter to Mr 
Mitchell. 


ing his story, which, unfortu- 
nately, we do not have the 
space to publish here, the out- 
sider can see the tragedy of a 
wasted life, but Raymond cer- 
tainly does not feel sorry for 
himself. He writes: 
‘Friendship is what every- 
body needs today, as always. 
It has meant a lot to me in my 
life. I don’t think I would 
have changed my way of life 


Since ae: he has practised 
regularly at the typewriter, 
which he operates by means 
of a peg attached to his right 
foot. As his speech is very 
difficult to understand the 
machine has proved a yaluable 
means of communication with 
staff and visitors. 

Raymond has also written 
his life story expressed in a 
vivid style, with a keen eye for 


detail. It is yet another even if things had turned out 
example of a lively mind differently. I have always 
locked up over the years in a tried to lead a good life and 
virtually useless body. Read- have no regrets.’ F 


SN Nov28 \1 


ALTROSE 
ENGINEERING LTD 


Fabrication of 
Steel and Pipework 
Machine Shop 
Lighting Towers 


MELVILLE STREET, HANLEY 
STOKE-ON-TRENT 
Telephone 0782 24892 
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Society thanks 
its friends for 
loyal support 


BECAUSE of the generosity of the Martini International — 
Club, The Spastics Society was able to say a warm ‘thank | 


you’ in October to all the people who have supported our 


cause during the past year. 


They were invited to a recep- 
tion at the Martini Terrace on 
the 1¢th floor of New Zealand 
House, with its panoramic 
views over central London. As 
well as allowing the Society 
to use. its spacious suite of 
rooms free: of charge, the 
Club’s directors had generously 
donated all the refreshments 
and services of bar staff and 
waitresses. 


Those invited included 
voluntary workers, well-known 


people associated with the | 
Society’s work, and represen- . 


tatives of organisations which 
have given both financial and 
moral support. 


The Society’s Chairman, Mr . 


Dorrien welcomed 


guests 


Belson, 


made a speech expressing his 
appreciation 
able help. 


for their vyalu- 


PICTURED above, from left to right, Mr P. S. Broderick, 
Secretary, Top Ten Promotions Ltd, Mr Geoffrey Arter, 
Director, Top Ten, Mrs Joyce Smith, a vice-chairman of . 
The Spastics Society, Sir Geoffrey Jackson, a judge of the 
Achievement Award, Mr Douglas Arter, Chairman, Top 
Ten Promotions,.Mrs Mary Belson, Mr Kenneth Long, 
Managing Director, Top Ten Promotions. 


PICTURED left are some of the local group members até 
the reception: Mr H. F. Dixon, Chairman, South London 
Group, Mrs E. Corlett, Chairman, Basingstoke and Dis- 
trict Spastics Society, Mrs Dixon, Mr R. McMullan, 
Chairman, North London Spastics Association, Dr N. P. 
Burman, Chairman, North Surrey Group, Mrs Burman, 
Mrs W. H. Watt, Chairman, Friends of the Centre for 


Spastic Children, ‘Cheyne Walk. 


Ulster... 


Cont from Page 1. 


valuable publicity through 
radio interviews and _ press 
coverage.” 


A small flag day raised £300. 
‘But people just don’t come 
into the centre of Belfast any 
more.” : 

Another result of this fact, 
is that NICOD no longer goes 
in for large social functions, 
such as annual balls. 
have found that the smaller 
‘farmhouse suppers’ they hold 
instead, are more enjoyable 
atid more profitable. 

‘For a start, larger functions 


They 


are usually held at hotels, and 
the management pockets all the 
profits from the bar and cater- 
ing, said Mr Park. ‘Recently 


200 people turned up at a * 


function at my house, and the 
gross takings were £650. 

One of the advantages of 
these smaller functions is that 
we know who is attending. 
This avoids the likelihood of 
less welcome elements turning 
up.’ 

The next fund raising event 
will be a flag day on Novem- 
ber 28. And the hightlight of 
this will be a sponsored 
wheelchair ride around Bel-. 
fast’s City Hall by one of the 
men who attends NICOD’s 
work centre. 
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: : Expertise 
for new 


_ letters. 


voluntary 
groups 


PAPERS from . the  Inter- 
national Cerebral Palsy 
Society’s Oxford Seminar held 


 Jast April have now been pub- 


lished in book form. The 
theme of this year’s Seminar 
was the organisation and 


development of voluntary 
agencies for the handicapped. 
Topics covered included the 
setting up and administration 
of voluntary bodies, public 
relations and fund raising. 
The 23 papers will be of 
great interest to overseas 
readers who are planning to 
set up their own national 
organisations for the handi- 


capped. 


The booklet. edited by Anita 
Loring and Dorly Barnsley, 
costs £1 for UK customers and 
£1.50, or 3.40 US dollars, for 
overseas orders. Prices include 
postage. Copies may be 
erdered from The _ Spastics 
Society’s bookshop at 12 Park 


Crescent, London WIN 4EQ. 


Australian 
seeks pen pal 


AN Australian spastic girl 
would like a pen-friend in 
Britain. She is Miss Levourne 
Service, 21, who lives at Raitt- 
ray-Wood House hostel for 
adult spastics, where there are 
approximately 50 residents. 
She spends her weekdays at a 
work centre, packing serviettes, 
sugar and other items. Her 
mother visits her twice a week 
unless she goes home for the 
weekend. She enjoys listening 
to cassettes and watching TV. 
Lorraine would be happy to 
correspond by either tapes or 
Please write to her at 
Dame Mary Herring Spastic 
Centre, 2 Tower Court, Arma- 


dale, 3143, Victoria, Australia. 


Prize for his songs 


“JEN - YEAR-OLD Dominic 
Harris, a _ partially sighted 
spastic boy from Leicester, is 
certainly a lad with talent. He 
won a junior talent contest 
while on holiday at Chapel St 


Roadway Services Limited 
For reliable road transport with 
efficiency—speed—economy an 
established road transport clearing 
house with over 50 years experience. 
Regular service to and from all parts 
of the country. 


115-119 LEEDS ROAD 
HUDDERSFIELD HD1 6DB 
Telephone: 32133 (8 lines) 
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centre. 


LISA BLACKWELL, 
aged six, of Trengweath 
School _ for _ Spastics, 
Plymouth, at the wheel of 


the special Land-Rover. 


Leonards, and was presented 
with a travelling alarm clock, 
along with his certificate. 

To win his prize. Dominic 
sang two songs — ‘Amazing 
Grace’’ and «‘Bridge Over 
Troubled. Waters.’ 


BROWN & CLOVER 


Specialist suppliers to the trade of Fixings— 
Power Tools—Abrasives—Adhesives 


_ 61 Heath Road (Off Magpie Rd), Norwich NOR 050 
Telephone. Norwich 22470 
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PICTURED after the presentation are, left to right, Dr Mike Cotton, the centre’ 
den, Mr Peter Hendy, and Mr Philip Varc oe, President of the League of Friends of the 


Land-Rover gift for 
adventure centre 


CORNWALL Rugby Club 
Captain, Peter Hendy, took 
time off from the rugger field 
to present a long wheelbase 
Land-Rover to The Spastics 


Society’s field studies and 
adventure holiday centre at 
Churchtown Farm, Lanlivery, 
near Lostwithiel, Cornwall. 
Making the presentation on 
behalf of the Reader’s Digest 
Association, Peter —who is 
als an England  under-23 
International and a Full Inter- 
national Reserve — said: ‘It’s 
so easy for the majority of 
us to take full health and 
physical fitness for granted. 
We forget the thousands of 
people who will never have the 
opportunity of converting a 
try, scoring a goal, or hitting 
a century. This centre will 
give many of them the chance 


to actually take part in a wide 


variety of physical activities, . 


instead of remaining passive 
spectators.’ 

The £2,500 for the Land- 
Rover was presented by the 
Association from unclaimed 
prize money arising from the 
regular draws they hold in con- 
nection with product promo- 
tions. 

Churchtown Farm — gives 
handicapped people the oppor- 
tunity of taking part in such 
leisure activities as canoeing, 
camping, pony trekking and so 
on, and -to. study natural 
sciences. It has been built at 
a cost of over £200,000, and 
more than £58,000 of this has 
been raised by a Cornish fund 
raising campaign which is still 
operating. It is hoped to raise 
£80,000 in Cornwall towards 
the capital cost of the centre. 


Your nomination could 
be Award winner 


NOMINATIONS are coming 
in steadily for the special 
award to the spastic man, 
woman Or young person over 
12 whose achievement, in the 
opinion of a panel of judges, 
merits the first prize of £250, 
plus possession of the silver 
award cup for one year. 
Baroness D’Arcy de Knayth, 
Sir Geoffrey Jackson, James 
Cameron and Danny Hearn are 
on the judging panel and have 
the very difficult task of decid- 
ing on the winner. There will 
be a second prize of £25, and 
£15 for the third place. Af 
semi-finalists will receive 
certificates and will attend a 
special celebration lunch in 
London in February, followed 
by a reception at which they 
will mect the judges. The 
prizes will be presented by Mr 
Dorrien Belson, Chairman of 
The Spastics Society. 
Everyone who works for 
spastics realises the battles that 
most of them have to fight for 
independence and to break 
through their own special bar- 
riers. Sometimes the results 
are spectacular, sometimes it is 
the determined and sustained 
effort against seemingly impos- 


should be sent. 


sible odds that is outstanding, 

We want as many nemina- 
tions as possible for the 
Award, to enable the greatest 
number of spastic people to 
have an opportunity of being 
considered, so do let us have 
details of your candidate as 
soon as you ¢am Don’t for- 
get, the achievement does. not 
necessarily have to be in the 
academic field, nor does the 
candidate have to have climbed 
a inountain, nor sailed a boat, 
or piloted an aircraft (although 
spastics have in fact done all 
of these things)}—sometimes a 
far Jess dramatic feat may 
have called for such an imtense 
personal effort that it qualifies 
equally for consideration, and 
fits in with the citation which 
is for ‘The most outstanding 
effort or the most meritorious 
achievement im any field by a 
spastic in Britain from the 
age of 12 upwards,’ 

Closing date for nomination: 
Monday, December 8 Full 
details of the Award from Mrs 
Nina Heycock, 88/89 Queen’s 
Gate, London SW7, who is 
organising the project on 
behalf of The Spasties Society, 
and to whom nominations 


H. & E. 


KNOWLES 


(LYE) LIMITED 


Tel: Brierley 
Hill 78877 


Britannia Works, 
Talbots Lane, 
Quarry Bank, 
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Why the Society 
doesnt runa 


NOVEMBER 197 


Trusteeship Scheme 


‘WHAT will happen to my child after I have gone?’ isa 
thought which worries many parents of the physically and 
mentally handicapped, and has led to requests for. The 
Spastics Society to set up a Trusteeship Scheme. 


But after a thorough 
investigation of the possi- 
bilities, the Society’s Direc- 
tor of Finance, Mr Rodney 
Brooks, thinks it would be 
unwise — for many very 
good reasons. He detailed 
them to Spastics News. 

Local authorities have a 
responsibility for the handi- 
capped, and if parents are no 
longer in a position to look 
after their son or daughter, 
the authority would place them 
in one of their own centres or 
sponsor them for a Society 
centre. The Society, through 
its local voluntary groups, 
already tries to arrange for 
visits to spastic people when- 
ever they can be found. (The 
question of visiting, and pro- 
viding presents for Christmas 
and birthdays is raised when- 
ever a Trusteeship Scheme is 
mooted.) 

If a parent wishes to provide 
for his handicapped son_ or 
daughter after his death, then 
the basic needs are similar to 
those for any offspring. Nor- 
mally this involves the appoint- 
ment. of a guardian and/or 
trustee, and will vary accord- 
ing to the financial situation of 
the parent. If the offspring is 
likely to be in the care of the 
local authority or under its 
sponsorship, it is extremely 
important that the funds are 
not specifically allocated to 
that individual because the 
authority could have access to 
them for his keep. 


Main points 

Other important points sum- 
marised by Mr Brooks: 

Each handicapped person is 
in a different position on the 
death of a parent—age, degree 
and type of handicap, care’ 
being received, location, rela- 
tives, financial position, 

Many of the problems are 
identical for the able-bodied. 

Many parents are not fully 
aware of the great improve- 
ments in recent years in local 
authority centres. 

If a severely handicapped 
child is already in a Society or 
local authority centre, a 
Trusteeship Scheme would be 
of little use. 

If a child is slightly handi- 
capped, then the normal pro- 
cedure of appointing a guar- 
dian and executor is probably 
the best method. 

Where parents are already 
under financial pressure with a 
handicapped child, it would be 
wrong to encourage them to 
donate money, only to have it 
taken. by a local authority to 
offset against the child’s keep. 

The Spastics Society may 
have completed its work in 40 
years time, and a Trusteeship 
Scheme could be of consider- 
able embarrassment. 

As a result of his investiga- 
tion and research, Mr Brooks 
is of the opinion that it would 
be most unwise for the Society 
to commit its future adminis- 
tration to undertaking such a 
responsibility for such an 


indeterminate length of time. 


Regional 


Conference © 
attracts 
overseas — 
visitors 


THE Spastics Society’s 
East Regional Conference 
was something of a cosmo- 
politan event. Delegates 
came from as far afield as 
Pakistan, Bahrain, 
Afghanistan, Malaysia and 
Sierra Leone. 

The theme of this year’s con- 
ference, which was attended 
by more than 200 people. was 
‘Towards a .Fuller Life.’ It 
was attended by representatives 
of Essex and Hertfordshire 
county councils and_ the 
borough of Milton Keynes. 
The Society’s Chairman, Mr 
Dorrien Belson, and a founder- 
member of the Society, Mr Ian 
Dawson Shepherd were alse 
there. 


Also attending were a party 
of heavily handicapped spas- 
tics from the Princess Marina 
Centre, Seer Green, Bucking- 
hamshire, and a party from 
Ware College who are on a 
course for nursery nurses. 


Among the speakers was Mr 
Roger Jefcoate, consultant 
assessor and lecturer in elec- 
tronic equipment for the 
severely disabled. He gave a 
fascinating and _ entertaining 
demonstration of the various 
electronic aids for handicapped 
people. 

A new housing development 
at Peterborough, in which 
accommodation for the dis- 
abled is being incorporated 
within a normal community. 
was described by Mr David 
Howie. He is Director of the 
Cressett Development, which 
is behind the project. 


Also ‘among the speakers 
was Miss Kathy Williams, of 
Habinteg, the Society-backed 
organisation which also sets 
out to create housing schemes 
for mixed communities. She 
showed a film about Habinteg’s 
activities, and answered 
questions about the scheme. 

Mr Richard Gray, Con- 
troller of Schools and Centres 
for The Spastics Society, spoke 
about the Society’s existing 
services, and about plans for 
the future. 


A YOUTH club for handi- 
capped young people has been 
started at Burton-upon-Trent, 
Staffordshire, by Mavis and 
Peter Toon, whose daughter 
Carol attends the Society’s 
Sherrards Training Centre in 
Hertfordshire. 


GOLD & WASSALL (HINGES) LTD. 


Manufacturers of 


CASTLE CONTINUOUS HINGES AND 
SPECIAL PURPOSE PRESSED HINGES 


Directors and Staff extend every good wish 
to a successful campaign. 
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Marathon run for 


Keith's holiday 


MARATHON runner Tom 
Flory of Middlesbrough 
snatches a drink from son 
Rodney on his way to com- 
pleting 100 laps of Clair- 


Group starts 
toy library 


‘A TOY library for handi- 
capped children has been 
started at Morecambe, Lan- 
-cashire, Toys are distributed 
during a special ‘family after- 
noon’ held once a month at the 
centre run by Lancaster, More- 
cambe and District Spastics 
Society. Children with all 
handicaps can join and the 
library sessions provide an 
opportunity for parents to get 
together to discuss mutual 
problems. b! 


ville Stadium. ° He volun- 
teered for this sponsored 
effort after hearing that a 
local spastic boy was in 
danger of losing his holi- 
day. ~ 
Mrs Eileen Mallaby, of 
Stockton, had been saving up 
Green Shield stamps so that 
she could take her 11-year-old 
spastic son Keith for a seaside 
holiday. But unfortunately she 
lost the stamps while out shop- 
ping, and the holiday seemed . 
doomed. 
‘ However, thanks to Mi 
Flory, who raised £40 with his 
sponsored run, an anonymous 
businessman who gave £25 and 
various other benefactors, Mrs 
Mallaby and Keith were able 
to enjoy a wonderful holiday 
at Great Yarmouth. 
Picture by courtesy of 
the Northern Echo. 


You miss 
so much 
without 


Radio Rentals 
Colour 


Call in at your local showroom 
to find out why one out of 
every ten Colour TV families 


«4 


rent from Radio Rentals 


For all Building and Plumbing 
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GEORGE HOLT 
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Letters to the Editor 


if mecess2ry. 


The big debate: Is it time 


to drop that word Shes’ a ; 
I'm not ‘sick of the palsy — 


_ Now a term 
of abuse 


I HAVE read with 
Anne Plummer’s article regard- 
ing. the use of the word 
“spastic.” 

Miss Plummer says she 
wishes to help the man in the 


street, but it is his fault that 
the word itself is in such 
disrepute. The article does 


not mention that the word has 
' passed into the language to 
mean anyone who is a bit slow 
on the uptake or who performs 
a clumsy action. I know that 
‘spastic’ is used in our schools 
by staff and pupils alike to 
mean just that, and it seems to 
me a good reason for getting 
rid of it as much as we can. 
That, or waiting till the word 
goes out of fashion on our 
streets and is replaced by 
some other term of abuse such 
as ‘four-eyed git’ or ‘cystic,’ 
etc. 


Mrs Carr also commented in 
a second letter: 
CAN anyone explain why of 
the eight candidates for elec- 
tion to the Executive Council 
of The Spastics Society—‘the 
ultimate decision-making body 
of the Society—only one is a 
spastic? 


Maureen Car, Mrs, 
23 Blakemere Road, 
Welwyn Garden City, 
Herts AL8 7PQ. 


A packaged 
product ? 


I WRITE as Secretary of the 


International Cerebral Palsy 
Society in response to the 
article in the October issue 


of Spastics News concerning 
the use of the word ‘spastic’ 
or ‘cerebral palsy.’ 


It may interest you to know 
that of the 28 member coun- 
tries of the International 
Society, only eight, including 
the two British Societies, use 
the word ‘spastic’ in the title of 
their state organisation, the 
other 20 all use the term ‘cere- 
bral palsy.’ 


Last week a young American 
sociologist lunched with me; 
she had been brought up on 
the term ‘cerebral palsy’ and 
had, therefore, not the least 
idea what the word ‘spastic’ 


meant. When I explained it 
to her, she exclaimed, ‘how 
dreadful! to me __ spastic 
means..;. At this point 


interest , 


she contorted her body into a 
posture reminiscent of the 
witches around the cauldron in 
‘Macbeth.’ 

We discussed the different 
terminology, and I explained 
to her that the term ‘spastic’ 
in the UK had been primarily 
dreamt up by the market 
researchers of yesteryear fo 
launch a packaged product, 
‘the spastic,’ though the same 
product had already been 
successfully launched in the 
USA, using the term ‘cerebral 
palsy.’ Unfortunately, ‘spastic’ 
in this country has also, in 
recent years, become a term 
of abuse and acquired certain 
highly emotive connotations. 
Personally, I try to use it as 
little as possible, since it is 
inaccurate and its ono- 
matopoeic sound is ugly, dis- 
tasteful and misleading. 


Anita Loring, Mrs 
ICPS, 

Mortimer Street, 
London WI. 


Just get the 
message over 


WITH reference to the article 
‘When. is a spastic not a 
spastic?’ in the October Spas- 
tics News, I would like to say 
that though I like ‘spastic 
people’ rather than ‘spastics’ 
as being less of a label, the 
single word is quicker to say 
and write, and probably more 
telling. We are _— spastics 
whether we like it or not, so 
I suppose one word more or 
less makes no difference. And 


‘if it is a question of raising 


the funds we so badly need, I 
say: “Let’s do anything that 
gets the message over.’ 
Muriel Dell, Miss, 

Gladys Holman House, 
Rosewarne, | 

Camborne, 

Cornwall TR14 8TB. 


They enjoy 
the paper 


THE Spastic Children’s Society 
of Victoria receive a number 
of copies of Spastics News 
which are widely circulated 
and read with great interest. 
Thanks for the enjoyment 
and encouragement that we 
all receive from your paper: 


Mike Rungie, Mr, 

Spastic Children’s 
Society of Victoria, 

Toorak, Australia. 
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AEL this talk about whether 


spastics should be called spas- 
tics or cerebral palsied per- 
sons, or just ‘handicapped,’ 
makes me wonder if the people 
who can find time to bother 
with such trivialities shouldn’t 
be out raising money for 
those who really need help— 
whatever we call them. How- 
ever, I must beg anyone 
NEVER to refer to me as 
‘cerebral palsied.” The first 
word makes you think of the 
brain, so people will think we 
ave soft-headed, and the second 
word has most unfortunate 
Biblical connotations, ‘sick of 


More. about 
mobility 
FOLLOWING your report on 
our mass lobby of MPs in 
your last issue, I hope you 
will give me the opportunity 


of clarifying one or two 
points, and also to comment 


_ on the statement by the Minis- 
ter for the Disabled, Mr Alf , 


Morris. 

I would like to make it quite 
clear that the DDA is NOT 
protesting against the mobility 
allowance, quite the reverse. 
Jur members welcome in 
principle the introduction of a 
mobility allowance and recog- 
nise that for the first time help 
is to be extended to those un- 
able to drive, something our 
Association has been seeking 
for a long time. We do not 
accept that the mobility allow- 
ance provides the choice as 
claimed by the Government, 


Again, Mr Morris was care- 
ful not to mention the bene- 
fits to be withdrawn after 
January 1 next year. No more 
no more 
exemption of road tax for dis- 
abled motorists, no help when 
you reach retiring age and no 
further help for the less 
severely disabled who need a 
vehicle for work. By not giy- 
ing the full facts willingly to 
the media, wrong information 
was bound to be interpreted. 
Jt was not until our Chair- 
man was invited to meet Mr 
Morris in mid-September that 
we found that Mini’s currently 
on issue will, after all, be 
replaced when they wear out. 


The Government claim that 
they willbe trebling expendi- 
ture on mobility for the dis- 
abled is just not true. Firstly, 
the mobility allowance will 
take three years to be imple- 
mented fully, therefore the full 
cost will not be felt for at least 
this time. Secondly, many dis- 
abled motorists are already 
paying the Government more 
in petrol taxes, VAT on hand 
controls, etc, than they will 
actually receive from the 
mobility allowance. To claim, 
as Mr Morris does, that the 
Government had to choose 
between giving cars instead of 
trikes or extending help to 
those unable to drive is abso- 
lute nonsense, for it has been 
shown time and time again that 
the cost of providing small cars 
would be less than invalid 
tricycles. 


The Government must be 
made to see that they have 
failed to provide a flexible 
scheme to meet the individual 


-mobility needs of the disabled. 


I hope readers will support 
our mass lobbly on November 
25 and write to us for details. 
Alan Pinn, Mr, 

Disabled Drivers Assoc, 
Ashwellthorpe, 

Norwich NOR1I6 LEX, 


i 


the palsy’ and so on. 
know what to expect when | Be 
say I am a spastic, thanks to 
the work of the Society. 
But it really doesn’t matter, nes 
For God’s sake, half the — 
world is starving; please ask 
the folk who want to spli 
hairs over words to get their 
priorities right. Please don’t 
use my name or full address— 
I'll probably get lynched! But 
keep up the good work by giv- — 
ing us something to get — 
steamed up about. 
‘Just call me a spastic,’ 
Norwich, 
Norfolk. 


Costly to 
change name 


ANNE PLUMMER’S article 
interested us very much. Jt ~ 
may be the critics are right in 


knocking the name Spastics : — 


Society. We are not able to 
disagree with them as we are 
not educated enough on the 
subject. All we know as the 


parents of a spastic child is 


this. For every one pound 
note that is spent changing the 
name on tins for flag days, 
plus all the hundreds of other 
things which would have to 
be altered, it is one pound 
less to be spent on the job it 
was meant for. While there is 
not enough cash to help all 
those who need help, keep the 
same name we have now. 


PS.—Spastie Citizens News 


might be a better name for the 


paper. 
Mr and Mrs S. Horth, 
Oarwich Road, 
Mistley. 


Yes, itsa 
good idea 


MANY of those who know 

something of The Spastics — 
Society—what it aims to do 
and what has been achieved— 


write or telephone and say ~ 


something like this: I have a 
wheelchair or a tricycle for 
which I have no use. Do you 
know anyone who wants this? 
Or, sometimes, I am told that 
the inquirer has a more expen: 
Sive piece of equipment—an_ 
electric wheelchair, or a car 
with hand controls—for sale. 


Usually you 


have been ‘ 


kind enough to mention these — | 


offers in Spastics News, and | 
this has helped tremendously; 


As an extension of this ser-— 


vice may I suggest a feature— 


perhaps Offers and Wants, to 
be a channel for the offers and® 
needs I have mentioned. More 
than this, I know that local 
groups of the Society, scat- 
tered throughout the country, 
often have in their centres aids 


and equipment taking up valu- 


able space. 


I feel that a feature on these 
lines would prove invaluable, — 
and save quite a lot of money. 


A. Mitchell, Mr, 
Supplies Officer, 
The Spastics Society, 
12 Park Crescent, 
London WI. 


Poon : ¥ 


Yes, let’s give it a try. Local | 5 
groups, schools, centres, par- 
ents and individual spastic _ 
people, are invited to send their 
Offers and Wants to Spasties 
News (by the 20th of the 
month please) and we will — 
print them—free.—Editor. 


SPASTICS Niy.c 7 


LOSES 


DEBRA RICKMAWN receives her 


certificate from Mr 


. an <i 

| a eis Derek Ashcroft, a member of the Society’s Executive 
. MR IAN DAWSON SHEPHERD, of the Societys Council. Debra is from Valence School, Westerham, 
‘ SON Executive Council, presents a certificate to John Davis, a Kent. 


pupil at Meldreth Manor School. 


PICTURE below: Students from the Chelsea ‘College of et : 
Physical Education acted as life savers, escorts and time- ae a ee: : 
keepers at the gala. With them is Mr Arthur Edwards. es ms 


cate from Executive Coun- 
cil member Mr Denis 
Bean. 


Waterton, 13, of Valence 
__ School, receives his certifi- 


4 

; 

Fe ? 

_ PICTURE — left: John 
: 


: 


In the 
_ SWIM on 
gala day 


_ NEARLY _ 130 © spastic 
swimmers took part in the 
_ Society’s fourth annual 
_. swimming gala, which was 


held at Crystal Palace in ae a ee Ee a 
S October. And despite the BROADSTONES Hostel team won two first prizes and a 
 Rumerous . difficulties second. Pictured above are five members of the team. “a 
f _ always present at an event q 
of this kind, the organisa- . re] F' 

tion was spot on with bd wt 
Seat “amet | Bad Weather makes good sailors °%9. S08 | 

_ exactly to schedule. OVERBOARD! . 

‘ By far the largest num- | THE weather for the ig : 
ans di: , C ) . 2 

Valence School, rom | sailing Week at Margam, Or (an ers ea yt | 
tink 17 firsts Fo: apie! Port Talbot, South Wales, | This meant the cancellation of | Centre was prevented from Emlyn Davies, when his ' 

9 : could not have been worse the special regatta, in which joining us. specially adapted dinghy cap- f 


_. and four thirds. 
Girls of Chelsea College of 


% lemorial Trophy for the 
Winning team, from Mr 
4 elgate. 


. 
oS 
ot 


for instruction purposes, 


MORE than 30. spastic 
horsemen and women set 
out to ‘win their spurs’ at 


boats race for the Don Morgan 
Cup currently held by pupils 


normally confined to wheel- 
chairs. Steven Gardiner, from 
Coombe Farm, overcame the 
fact that he has little use of his 


The course was held on the 
Steel Company of Wales Reser- 


capped people get so much 
enjoyment from the sport.’ 


The contestants took part in 
a variety of gymkhana activi- 


sized during the Port Tatbot 
Sailing Week. 


first, six second and three 
third prizes. They 2re Mary 
Cannon, 18 (seated), Ken- 
neth Law, 18, and Rachel 


has taken a very keen interest 
in helping disabled people to 
ride. He is now chief riding 
instructor for the Riding for 


* © t) oa 2 aie ae ea ewes % 
The Spastics Society’s arms, a toe fe aaa ies aciindina otbeudinetr ac: the Pigs Sea Me Yuill, also 18. 
annual gymkhana, which = [C's 2 tached to his sturrups potato race, despatch race, EAS NOE ee eee 
and steering with his feet. : ies ve supervising the various events. ben Ee 
was held at Bradbourne bucket eliminator race, 
pe = Said Mr Arthur Edwards, obstacle race and ‘chase me : ‘ : : 
Riding and Training the Society's Physical Educa- Charlie” Budding Harvey THE victorious team from Thomas Delarue School. 


Centre near Sevenoaks. 


The gymkhana is thought 
to be the only one in the 
country held especially for 
physically handicapped 
people. 

The contestants came from 
four of the Society’s schools 
and centres — Dene Park, 
Thomas De La Rue School, 
Meldreth Manor School and 


tion Adviser, who organised 
the event: ‘Horse riding is fast 
becoming one of the most 
popular recreational activities 
for handicapped people. We 
now have about 5,000 spastic 


horsemen and women through- ° 


out the country. 


‘Once they are trained; 
physically handicapped people 
can often manage a horse as 
well as able bodied riders. And 


Coombe Farm, There eect there are several therapeutic 
also a number of individua side effects. Riding helps them 


entries. 
At the end of the day it was 


The competitors ranged 
from people who are fairly 
lightly handicapped, to those 


balance and 
We often find 


fo gain better 
muscle control. 


bi * the Thomas De La Rue School ‘that the effects of cerebral 
A BIG smile from which carried off the trophy palsy become less apparent 
Anthony Griffin as he for the team which scored the after 10 minutes or so on 
 Yeceives the Roy Monzani ‘most points. horseback. It also helps to 


boost their self-confidence, 


‘But the 
aspect of all 


most important 
is that handi- 


Smiths also took part in the 
jumping event. 


The Bradbourne Riding and 
Training Establishment was 
made available by Mr Peter 
Felgate, the proprietor, who 


They are (left to right, mounted), Richard Rooney, 
Jimmy Atkins, Catherine Burnett, Simon Karner, Richard 
Waltey and Anthony Griffin. Standing (left to right) are 
Mr Arthur Edwards, Mr Peter Fairweather, physical 
education teacher 2t the Delarue School, and Mr Peter 
Felgate. 


ee ccocation Pak: a | writes Mr Arthur Edwards, from Ysgol Gogarth, at Llan- voir, and the British Steel Mr Davies had planned a 
’ | in making the gala a se 3 : dudno. Company Sports and Social trial capsize to test the special 
SUCCESS. They were there as Physical E ducation In spite of the bad weather, Club. babhonse was made seat he has iavonted. for 
timekeepers, escorts and life- ; Adviser. Winds were often or even because of it, I feel available for meals and handicapped dinghy sailors. 
Savers. up to force five, there was — that the pupils had avery good instruction _ periods. The But while gybing to come 
Schools and Centres repre- : : grounding in the beginnings of | dinghies—mostly Wayfarers—  imto land, a sudden gust of 
been. plenty of rain and it was &O'HOINE apes. y y : 
Sented at the gala were: Mel- sa Oe sail training. At least six of | were lent by the West Glamor- wind caught the boat and sent 
dreth Manor School, Dene | Very cold. But this didnot — the 10 who took part have said gan Education Committee free it over on its beam ends. Mr 
Park, Valence School, the Star prevent sailing for the they will continue to sail, pro- of charge, together with wet Davies and his crew suddenly 
. Centre for Spastics, Ullenwood maior part of each da vided their local clubs. give weather clothing, life jackets found themselves in the water. 
_ Manor, Patcham House School, lea} se them the opportunity. In time and the safety boat. ‘It was significant from my 
Lancaster Training Centre, The boats had to be well they should become useful Last year we had to live point of view that I came out 
~Thomas De La Rue School, | reefed down, however. And crew and helmsmen. under canvas for the week. But of the seat quickly and easily,’ 
_ Broadstone Hostel, Basingstoke on the Friday morning con- The number of people taking this year we had the comfort he said. ‘This was a true and 
Centre, Princess Marina ditions were so bad that the part in the course was cut by of five four-berth luxury cara- unexpected capsize, and there- 
» Centre, Wilfred Pickles School | participants were unable to more than half this year. A vans, loaned by Gailey Cara- fore a much better test than 
and Coombe Farm Centre. venture out on to the water. party from the Sully Work vans Ltd. an experimental one. 
r e ® 5 SOME of the Ullenwood ~~ 
qnaicappeda riaérs sninmeé a t GYMMCHANA _ Mano: team which won six 


on 
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Director's three-point plan 
to help disabled 


living in poverty 


THOUSANDS of disabled people and their families live 
in poverty, and nearly another million on the margins of a 
subsistence existence, declared Mr James Loring, Director 
of The Spastics Society, at the South-East Regional 


Conference. 

Despite attempts by the 
Government to meet the 
problem by uprating exist- 
ing benefits and introducing 
new ones, the financial 
problems of disabled 
people remain severe, and 
in a large number of cases 
desperate, he said. 


Mr Loring said that because 
of the extra expenses directly 
attributable to disability, many 
of the disabled needed far 
higher incomes than the able- 
bodied. 

Because of inflation, the pur- 
chasing value of newly-intro- 


duced rates of benefit have 
fallen significantly. For 
‘curious’ administrative rea- 


sons, said Mr Loring, the new 
rates of benefit have to be esti- 
mated and announced months 


in advance, and the result of 
this practice in recent months 
has been a chronic underesti- 
mation of the effects of infla- 
tion on the most disadvantaged 
in the community. 

Mr Loring made a plea for 
three measures .to rectify the 
existing ‘unbalanced and _ in- 
complete provision to the dis- 
abled. An allowance accord- 
ing to degree of disablement, 
payable irrespective of age, 
type of impairment or working 
status; a payment to all those 
incapable of work, including 
housewives, assessed at 20 per 
cent disablement or more; sub- 
stantial allowances for 
additional expenses, such as 


diet, special types of impair-. 


ment, and special accommoda- 
tion needs. 

These measures could make 
sense of the existing patchwork 


of income support for disabled 
people, and save millions of 
pounds in administrative costs, 
he said. 

Mr Loring also spoke of the 
need for financial support for 
families with handicapped 
children because of the 
additional burdens they carry. 

About 135° people from all 
over the South East attended 
the conference which was held 
at Dene Park Further Educa- 
tion Centre, at Tonbridge. 

Among the speakers was Mr 
Nicholas Stacey, Director of 
Social Services for Kent. He 
explained what his County 
Council was doing to help dis- 
abled people. 

Mr Peter Large, chairman 
of the Joint Committee on 
Mobility for the Disabled, 
spoke of the. problems which 


handicapped people have in 
moving from one place to 
another, He gave an account 


of recent developments in the 
field: of mobility. 
Unfortunately two of the 
speakers were unable to attend 
the conference because of ill- 
ness. However, the occupa- 
tional therapist at the Society's 
Family Services and Assess- 
ment Centre, Anne Richard- 
son, and Alan Downes, Senior 
Regional Officer, stepped into 
the breach at short notice to 
give very interesting talks. 


News from Scotland 


We have little to 


Union. 

They stayed near New York, 
for part of the time as guests 
of families with disabled child- 
ren, and spent a week at a 
purpose-built camp for the 
disabled. The party visited the 
United Nations Building, the 
Statue of Liberty, and the 
top of the Empire State Build- 
ing, and enjoyed a trip to the 
ballet. 

The youngsters were accom- 
panied by Miss Margaret 
Macleod, Warden of Wester- 
lea, who took the opportunity 
to study American methods of 
caring for the cerebral palsied. 
On her return she commented: 

‘From what I saw, we have 
little to learn from them; we 
ate much more advanced in 
practically every field and our 
administration is certainly 
simpler... . Over there fami- 
lies have to pay for practically 


NON-CONTRIBUTORY INVALIDITY PENSION. 


NEW BENEFIT FOR | 


SICK AND DISABLED 


“PEOPLE WITHOUT 
_ NL CONTRIBUTIONS. 


____ Ifyou are incapable of work but have not qualified for sickness or 
invalidity benefit because you do not have enough national insurance 
contributions, you can now claim Non-Contributory Invalidity Pension. 
- Underthe Non-Contributory Invalidity Pension scheme you could be: 
entitled to £7.90 a week. (More, if you have a wife and children). 
How do you qualify? 


Well,you must be between 16 and 65 if youre a man, 16 and 60 if you're 
a woman, and have been incapable of work for at least 28 consecutive weeks. | 
But,at present,a woman cannot qualify ifshe is married and living withher | 


husband. 


Payments begin from November 20th. 
To claim, just get leaflet N.1.210 from 
your local Social Security Office or fill in the 


coupon below and post it to them. 


Piease send me a copy of leaflet N.!. 210 about Non-Contributory Invalidity Pension. 


Name (Mr/Mrs/Miss) 


Address 


Please send this coupon to your local Social Security Office, Your local Post Office will 


NP/SN1I 
f Postcode 


give you a stamped, addressed envelope. 


tsstied by the Department of Health and Social Security 
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FULTON, 16, and Janet Kelley, 4 > 
Wetislen School, Edinburgh, run by the Scottish Council 
for Spastics, recently spent a fabu 
America. They went with a party 
people on a holiday organised by 


if 
| 


learn from America 


14, pupils of 


lous three weeks in 
of 60 disabled young 
the English Speaking 


everything—therapy and so on, 
and it is terribly expensive.’ 
The party flew by Pan Am, 
which gave excellent service in 
the form of hoists, wheelchairs, 
help at the Customs and 
assistance with meals. 


Footslogging 
for spastics 


THERE may have been a few 
sore feet in and around 
Greenock one recent Sunday 
evening, but if there were it 
was all in a good cause because 
the footsloggers were 36 
cadets and seven NCOs of the 
Wellington Company of the 


Renfrew and Bute Army Cadet 


Force who completed a 20-mile 
sponsored march in aid of the 
Scottish Spastic Appeal Fund. 

Organised by Sergeant 
Alistair McFadyen, of Card- 
ross Road, Greenock, a for- 
mer regular soldier in the 
Royal Engineers, the march 
was no placid progress along 
the banks of the Clyde but a 
gruelling cross-country effort 
over the hills behind the town. 
Fortunately, the local TAVR 
laid on hot meals to sustain 
the cadets whose ages ranged 
from 13 to 17. 

Both the start and the finish 
were watched by Lieut-Colonel 
Joseph Hannah, County Com- 
mandamt of the ACF, and Mr 
Rex King-Clark, Western 
Regional Officer of the Scottish 
Council for Spastics, who 
commented: “It was a jolly fine 
effort, particularly by the 
younger, smaller cadets.” 


£200 ‘song 
song 
‘ANY old iron?’—the title 
words of the old music hall 
song were not entirely in- 
appropriate at’ Edinburgh’s 
Churchill Theatre on October 
1, for these days old iron, par- 
ticularly if wrought by a 
craftsman, can fetch astound- 
ing sums. 

In the event, more than 
£200 was raised for the new 
Trinity Centre for Spastics in 
Edinburgh, as a result of the 
‘Going For A _ Song’  pro- 
gramme that evening. Chair- 
ing the panel of experts was 
Mr Ernest Herrald, chairman 
of the Trinity Appeal Fund 
and himself a noted authority 
on antiques, other members 
being Mr Douglas Adamson 
(furniture), Mr W. N. Aitken 
(china) and Mr Daniel Shackle- 
ton (paintings). 


Parents at 
open day 


PARENTS from all parts of 
Scotland descended upon Hil- 
lington Work Centre, Glasgow, 
on October 16, to see how their 
sons and daughters were pro- 
gressing in what must be one 
of the most advanced training 
and production establishments 
of its kind in Britain, 

_ Drive behind the success of 
Hillington -is manager Bill 


Balfour who, with his staff, - 


has performed miracles not 
only in the training of spas- 
tics but in securing the con- 
tracts from local businesses to 
keep them usefully employed. 

“Despite the present gloomy 
economic climate we have 
never been really short of 
work—but we can always do 
with more,’ he Says. 
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Hugh aims — 
to meet © 
public — 


THERE have been, and : 
innumerable instances of spa 
tic people working to | 
others similarly handica 
but the story of Hugh 
is slightly different becau 
insists on meeting the pw 
face-to-face on every po 
occasion to bring home to 
as forcibly as possible 
reality of what it is to b 
spastic—adn he is only 16, — 
Hugh’s method is to 


PICTURE shows Hugh, 
right, seen doing his s i 
at Prestwick International 
Airport during a recent flag 
day in the area. = 


part personally in every fla 
day for spastics within reason- 
able reach of his home in ~ 
Cardross Road, Greenock, By 
these means, he is able to meet 
literally hundreds of people 
and despite being; handicappe 
in voice and limb movements: 
is a very effective propa- 
gandist for the, cause. 

He is no slouch at collect 
funds, either! During fou 
recent flag days in Ayr, Gre 
ock, Largs and Prestwick, h 
collected £105.46 and in th 
words of one admiring col- 
league, ‘worked himself to 
limit.’ Currently, he is. 
ing 1976 calendars from 
Christmas cards which 
intends selling in aid of 
Inverclyde Spastics Associa- 
tion. ‘ 

The son of Mr and ~ 
Robert Burns, he was educa 
at the Glenburn School f 
Handicapped ‘Children ~ 
Greenock, and now works as 
store boy at a local ba 
where his hours are from- 
am till 3.30 pm: It do 
really leave an’ awful lo! 
time for helping his fell 
spastics, but Hugh finds it 


Cold ends. 


Forth swim 
WISE-cracking pub piani 
John Jenkins couldn’t lau 
for chattering teeth after 
winds sand extremely cold cor 
ditions forced him to aband 
a 24-mile swim across 
Firth of Forth in aid of 
Scottish Spastics Appeal Fund 
But his gallant effort did ra 
£120 for the cause. es 
John, who lives at 46 Forth” 
View Crescent, Danderh 
planned to swim the F 


_— 


famous road and 
bridges. That is a g 
feat than the mere dista 
would suggest because there # 
a very strong current at this” 
point and the water is deepef 
(and much colder!) than 
most areas of the Eng 
Channel. ee 

Watched by his wife 
three children, John ma 
south to north trip but- 
to give up the return sv 
Instead he revived himself | 
a warm shower in the ne 
Naval training establis 
HMS Lochinvar, es 
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__ 62 Clubs hold national conference 
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World-wide 
movement 
is like a 
‘religious 
revival 


THE Patron of the Association 
of *62 Clubs, Lord Energlyn, 
told the national conference at 
Reading, that it was truly 
amazing how the clubs had 
Spread around the world. This 
was largely due to the enthus- 
iasm of the present and past 
Presidents. 


‘You have started something 
which is like a_ religious 
revival,’ he said. ‘A revival of 
love. But for the concepts 
which brought about clubs 
such as these, the subject of 
this conference would be no 


_ THE Society’s Director of Finance, Mr Rodney Brooks, 
| chats with Owen Parry (left), retiring Chairman of the 
| Association of .°62 Clubs, and Martin Pereira (right), 
| retiring Vice-Chairman, at the conference dinner. One 


the Family Services and Assessment, Fitzroy Square, Ken Cooper of the Lowestoft 


| | of the speakers at the dinner was the Society’s Chairman, 


| Mr Dorrien Belson. 


Grim figures on 
lack of housing 


for disabled. 


Mr Wilson pointed out 
that in Britain there were 
835,000 handicapped 
people who needed rehous- 
ing. But since 1970, local 
authorities in England had 
built, or proposed to build 
only 1.403 dwellings for 
disabled people. That was 
one--for every 595 who 
needed rehousing. 


On a regional basis the 
figures sometimes appeared 
Worse. For example, in the 
West Midlands there were 
1,222 people for every dwelling 
built. 

Mr Wilson conceded that 
8Ome authorities were attempt- 
ing to answer the problem by 
adapting existing houses. But 
éven so, not nearly enough was 
being accomplished. 


| One local authority had 
‘Glaimed to have carried out 
/150 adaptations. Further in- 
'QUiries revealed that the total 
|eost of these was only £3,000. 
|No distinction had been made 
between minor. provisions, 
Mich as a fitted handrail, and 
| major adaptations, such as a 
| | Bew extension. 


| ‘Ghettos 


| Mr Wilson argued that there 
| Was no case for putting dis- 
|| abled people into ‘ghettos’ of 
| §pecial housing provided 
| especially for them. Any 

Special housing should be in- 
| Corporated within the pro- 
\Yision for the able bodied. 
“The only possible reason for 
| S€gregation is that it makes 
‘Administration easier,’ he said. 
But the easy way. is not always 
the right way. 

Disabled people should not 

ata disadvantage as a 
‘Msult: of their handicaps, in 
‘Seeking the- type of accom- 
Moedation they require in the 
fe of their choice. It will 
[pte a long time to achieve 
his, but that is the target we 
Mould set ourselves.’ 

Mr Wilson wa’ particularly 
“MXious that both the public 
é the private sectors of 
[housing should be looked into, 


LOCAL authorities are falling far behind in the 
provision of housing for disabled people. This 
point was hammered home by Mr George Wilson, 
Director of the Central Council for the Disabled, 
at the ‘62 Club Conference at Reading. 


as far as housing for the dis- 
abled was concerned. Too long 
it had been regarded as purely 
a local authority problem. Yet 
very large numbers of disabled 
people were living in their own 
adapted homes. 

‘We must also look at the 
problems of disabled people 
living in institutions,’ he said. 
“These are the ones we want to 
get at and bring into the com- 
munity. There are many 
people in institutions who just 
should not be there. At one 
young chronic sick unit, it 
was found that 50 percent of 
the residents could be living in 
the community. 

‘We all know that there are 
great problems in solving the 
severe housing shortage in this 
country. But this is no reason 


to neglect the housing problems 
of the disabled. On the con- 
trary there is all the more need 
to ensure that their needs are 
not lost among the general 
difficulties of the house build- 
ing programme. 


A 


MRS ELAIN BLACKBURN (left) , 
Blackburn, with Miss Felicity Ashdown of the Notting- 
ham °62 Club. The couple have been voluntary helpers 


to the Club for years. 


Club, and Mr and Mrs Bill and Mary Hargreaves. 


GEORGE WILSON, Director of the Central Council for the Disabled (left), with 
attentive listeners Dr Ron Firmin, President of the Association of °62 Clubs, and Lord 


Energlyn, who is Patron. 


Mobility barriers harm everyone 


THE section of the 
Chronically Sick and Dis- 
abled Persons Act which 
deals with making pro- 
visions for handicapped 
people in new buildings— 
is a section with no teeth. 
This point was put forward 
by architect Mr C. Wycliffe 


Noble, who spoke on 
‘Removing _ architectural 
barriers’ at the National 


62 Club Conference. 

Mr Wyclifie Noble -pointed 
out that this section of the Act 
was not mandatory but per- 
missive. Where it described 
what should be done in making 
provision for the disabled, it 
added the proviso that ‘this 
shall be done insofar as it is in 
a circumstance practicable and 
reasonable to do so.’ 

‘Now this is a very loose 
clause,’ he said. ‘It is almost an 
escape clause, so that anyone 


EE 


and Mr Cornell 


In the community 


who is building can easily look 
at the Act and say there is no 
need to make these provisions. 

“We need to be sure at all 
times. when we are reading the 
local paper and looking and 
noting that there is going to be 
a new development, that we as 
a group of people make our- 
selves heard, so that these par- 
ticular points are drawn to the 
attention of developers.’ 

Mr Wycliffe Noble said he 
would talk about design and 
the disabled, not design for 
the disabled. Many of the 
provisions required for physic- 
ally handicapped people were 
also needed by the able bodied. 
For example, a woman pushing 
a pram needed ramps just as 
much as people in wheelchairs, 

He spoke of a new award 
which is going to be presented 
next year for good buildings. 
It would not be awarded for 
buildings designed specifically 
for the handicapped. But it 


SQUIRES 
SHIPPING 
SERVICES 


UNION BROS. 


EXPERTS IN DANGEROUS -DEMOLITIONS 


We supply Hard Core Brick Rubble, Secondhand Timber, Doors 
and all Demolition Materials 


22 ROOKERY LANE :: LINCOLN 


Phone: LINCOLN 26805 (Day and Night) 


would be given for buildings 
which everyone can enjoy. 


‘In that way we hope to 
isolate this position of having 
segregated buildings which 
only the disabled can use. 1 
hope that you will go back and 
look out for that good library, 
that decent swimming pool, 
whatever it is, that you know 
that you can enjoy, and that 
you can get into with your 
friends.’ 

He concluded that accessi- 
bility to housing, buildings 
and transport systems and 
other physical facilities were 
really basic to our improved 
environment. But there were 
other things which also had to 
be remembered. For example. 
the control of disease-causing 
elements, introduction of traffic 
and industry, elimination of 
pollution atid the eradication 
of stress creating conditions. 
‘All these things have equal 
priority,’ he said. 


more than a pipe dream.’ 


He said that the increase of 
public awareness in the prob- 
lems facing handicapped 
people, was brought about in a 
very large measure by the in- 


- fluence of organisations like 


the °62 Clubs. 


He wished that more poli- 
ticiangs would adopt the atti- 
tudes which had fostered the 
°62 Clubs. ‘So many of them 
have lost sight of the true 
quality of life,’ he said. “They 
really haven’t got what we've 
got. The ability to have fen, 
to have friends, and to give 
more to others than you expect 
to receive in return. 


‘You don’t look at things 
from the left or from the right, 
but straight in the face. That 
is the sort of things which our 
politicians have forgotten.’ 


MRS JEAN MARTIN, of 
Derby °62 Club, helps 


Brian Bowrie, of the South 
Bucks Club to a drink. 


1 Fenchurch Buildings, Fenchurch St, EC3 


BULK CARGO SPECIALISTS, LIGHTERAGE, 


WHARFAGE, HAULAGE, WAREHOUSING, 
AND CUSTOMS CONTAINER AGENTS. 
Telephone 01-709 9359 01-488 3817. Telex 885886 
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Demolition 
Contractors 


SN Nov8 


10 SPASTICS NEWS 


A letter FROM the Editor 


DEAR MEMBERS OF 
LOCAL GROUPS: 


’ You're a splendid lot, you 
work so hard raising funds 
and doing so much for the 
handicapped people in your 
Own areas. - Doing so much, 
and so kindly, and then, you 
pick up your Spastics News, 
and you snap, and you snarl: 
‘Disgraceful, nothing about 
our fete/ball/bazaar/show/fair/ 
sponsored slim, swim or knit. 
It's not fair! Why don’t we 
ever get a mention?’ 

And before long you are 
complaining to anyone who 
will listen—the poor Senior 
Regional Officers bear the 
brunt, I believe—about bow 
shocking it is that your efforts 
have been ignored. Now and 
then you write to me. The last 
letter on the lines of: ‘We sent 
in a report and you didn’t use 
ityetc, etc,’ was so vitriolic that 
I telephoned the writer, who 
was the Chairman of the group 
concerned. (Shall I name the 
guilty—no, perhaps not!) I 
asked when he had sent the 
report, as I hadn’t received it. 
He hadn‘t sent it personally, he 
admitted, but Mrs So and So 
had. When Mrs So and So 
was approached, she claimed 
that Mr Such and Such had 
promised to send it... and 
so it went on. They all had 
good intentions, but nobody 
had actually put pen to paper 
until they wrote to com- 
plain? ==; 

There is a great deal of news 


about our local groups in every 
issue of Spastics News, but Ill 
let you into a secret it very 
rarely comes from the groups 
whose activities are recorded 
in the pictures and stories that 
appear. The news items and 
pictures get into print because 
we follow them up, usually via 
the local press all over the 
country. ‘there's a moral 
here—the group that tells the 
local press, let alone Spastics 
News, gets the publicity. The 
ones who keep events/achieve- 
ments/good deeds a secret get 
no publicity, and lose the vital 
chance of building up support. 


Honestly ... 


By now you are probably 
snarling again; and _ saying, 
‘But we are ALWAYS sending 
news items to Spastics News.’ 
If you do—honestly—and it 
doesn’t appear, ask yourself: 
“When did I send it in?’ (We 
cherish a letter from a group, 
dated March 28, which began: 
“We held a successful dance on 
October 24... plus the 
reports of Christmas parties 
we receive in time for the 
Easter issue’) Spastics News is 
a newspaper, you know, not a 
history book. 

So tell us soon, immediately 
after the event, or even before 
if it’s something big, and 
please, appoint a group press 
officer whose sole responsi- 
bility it is to get publicity for 
your activities whether in the 
local press, or the local TV 


or radio station, or in Spastics 
News. And while you are 
thinking about it, turn to Page 
8, and look at the lively 
columns of news from Scotland 
and see what a good corres- 
pondent can do. Ponder also 
this sad fact when you next 
sharpen your knives and pre- 
pare to complain about the 
wretched Editor of Spastics 
News who refuses to report 
your activities: AS I WRITE 
THIS ON OCTOBER 23, I 
HAVE SO FAR _ THIS 
MONTH RECEIVED TWO 
DIRECT NEWS ITEM FROM 
LOCAL GROUPS. 


The poor bludgeoned SRO's 
never believe me when I tell 
them of the lack of news 
emanating from local groups, 
and they obviously have 
visions of me wilfully throw- 
ing away all the hundreds of 
stories you assure them you 
send in. But now I have a 
new strategy—if you won't tell 
me, tell your own SRO. He 
me, tell your own SRO. He 
will then pass the information 
on to me. 

Meanwhile, my affection to 
the groups who do send us 
news items, and to the many 
others. who make such good 
use of the paper by distributing 
it in their areas to other 
organisations, statutory 
authorities, libraries, clinics, 
influential people, factories 

. anywhere it can _ help 
spread the word about the 
handicapped. YOUR EDITOR. 


BROMLEY-LANGTON 


ELECTRIC WIRE AND INSULATOR CO LTD 


Manufacturers of 


VARNISHED INSULATING SLEEVING 


Cotton, Glass or Terylene 


of every description 


ELECTRICAL INSULATED WIRES 


COPPER BRAIDS AND CORDS 


to any specification 


OXFORD AVENUE TRADING ESTATE, SLOUGH 24017-9 


ETC STEEL CONSTRUCTION LTD 
ETC BUILDING DEVELOPMENTS LTD 


Manufacturers of Agricultural and Industrial 
Steel Framed Buildings supplied and erected 
or supplied for customers erection 


Also specialists in farm improvement schemes such as cubicle 
silage and grain storage buildings, milking parlour conversions, 


piggeries, etc. 


Large variety of building materials in stock, All 


Package deal factories and factory extensions. 


tubular 


equipment available. 


We are well know in steel and timber 


ELSON WORKS, ELLESMERE, SHROPSHIRE 
Telephone Ellesmere 2441 (5 lines) 
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He kept the books’ Disa 


MR John Shackleton who, 
for 20 years, has been 
accountant to the Society’s 
schools and centres, retired 
last month. 

At a party given by col- 
leagues in. the Finance 
Division, he was presented 
with cheques totalling £122 by 
the Director, Mr James Loring. 
Staff headquarters, 
schools and centres had con- 
tributed to the gift which he 
spend on 


from 


plans to stereo 
equipment. 

Mr Shackleton told Spastics 
News: ‘I think I am the third 
longest-serving member of 
staff. When I first started in 
1955, the Society had only six 
units (schools and centres). I 
used to travel round and pre- 
pare a budget for each one 
every three months. Now we 
are computerised we can pro- 
duce comprehensive accounts 
for a large number of units 
monthly.’ 

There are now seven schools 
and over 50 other different 
centres administered directly 
from headquarters. 

Mr — Shackleton 


farewell 


made a 
humorous speech, 
punctuated by wry comments 


on certain aspects of working 


! for The Spastics Society, and 


A CONFERENCE on the 
management of incontinence in 
the home is to be held in Man- 
chester on December 12. It will 
be organised jointly by the 
University of | Manchester 
Department of Geriatric Medi- 
cine and the Disabled Living 
Foundation. 

Further details from _ the 
Disabled Living Foundation, 
346 Kensington High Street, 
London W14 8NS. 


NOVEMBER 


for 20 years 


finished by paying tribute to 
the generosity of colleagues 
both at headquarters and at 
Eee THE ‘National Fund 
Research into Crippling D 
eases has published a rep 
on sex and ithe physica 
handicapped. Of 212 disabl 
people interviewed in a W 
Midland city, over half h 
sexual problems, most of whi 
were associated with the d 
ability. 
The problems of people in 
residential homes were also 
examined and other sections o of 
the book cover sex education 
and counselling, problems of 
single, married and a | 


people and : homosexuality 
Some practical s solutions are 
also suggested. le 
The report: concludes thpi 
~ © 

measures are needed to change 
the ‘tacit assumption’ that dis-— 
abled people are largely sex- 
less and there.is also an urgen 
need to expand facilities 
advice ‘and — counsel in 
field. dabe 
‘Sex and | “the Physically 
Handicapped,” by W.. FE 
Stewart, is available from the 
National Fund for Research 
into Crippling Diseases, Vi 
cent House, Springfield Road, 
Horsham, West Sussex RHI2_ 
2PN. Price £2, including ie 
tage and packing. 


JOHN SHACKLETON 


reads messages from col- 
leagues on the card which 
accompanied his farewell 
gift cheque. 


Gus will be dropping in 


WESTWARD.  Television’s popular puppet personality a 
Honeybun, will be literally dropping in on the children taking — 
part in a sponsired walk in Plymouth on Saturday, November 15. 
For he will be arriving by helicopter. is 

The money to be raised at the walk will go towards Rovks 
ville House, Plymouth, which will house 14 very severely handi+. ii 
capped people. xb. 

Gus will be presenting gifts to 10 lucky birthday prize win- 

ners, to be selected from among the walkers. 


John Simmonds (Gloucester) Ltd | 


BUILDING CONTRACTORS AND JOINERY MANUFACTURERS 
Conduit Street, Gloucester. Telephone Glos 22426 — 22141 (2 lines) | 


J. MURPHY 
& SONS LIMITED 


Building and Civil Engineering 


Contractors 


WIGAN ROAD, GOLBORNE, 


LANCASHIRE 


Tel: Ashton-in-Makerfield 75326 (5 lines) 


HEAD OFFICE: 


4 HIGHBURY CRESCENT, HIGHBURY 
CORNER, LONDON N5 
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Hedley & Ellis) 
Limited 


ELECTRICAL 
WHOLESALERS 


NEWARK ROAD | 
PETERBOROUGH PE1 5UA. 
Tel: Peterborough 64745-6 


Orb wine 


HIRE RATES 1974 Daily Weekly 
“35 ewt dropside et £8.00 £42.00 


(petrol and diesel) 
2 ae fipper truck £8.50 £42.00 
iese 
Land-Rover trailer body £8.00 £42.00 
(diesel) 


now 


%* NO MILEAGE CHARGEX Radio 
fitted to most vehicles: HGV licence 
not required, All rates subject to 
change and exclusive of fuel, 


Your local Howorth Hire station!—w 
165 Cromwell Road, Peterborough 


PE] 2EL. Phone (0733) 66729 
24-Hour answering service 


qerensebscn cine 


Telephone : 


LYE 3025/6/7/8 


FILTRATION & 
VALVES LTD 


Grams: 


Manufacturers of ‘Vee-Bee’ range 
of Filters, Strainers and Separators 


‘Vee-Bee’ Works, Bromley Street 
Lye, nr Stourbridge, West Midlands 


‘Filters’ Stourbridge. 


Telex : 33-557 
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_ BERNARD | 
STOKELEY | 


Building Contractors | 


ROSE GARDENS, EASTFIELD : 
PETERBOROUGH PEI 4RB 


Tel Peterborough 3539 and 65984... . 
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SMILES win cash—one of the recent Charm Girl compe- 
fitions for Spastics Pool supporters featured girls from - 
‘Barclays Bank. Picture shows Jane Colburn, who was 
placed first in the competition, receiving her cheque for 
£50 from Mr Douglas Arter, Chairman of Top Ten Pro- 
motions. Gillian Murray received £25 in second place, 
and Vivien Balsom £10. 


News about ; 


the 
Spastics Pool 


Robins big 
win brings 
‘dream trip 


SYLVIA COLES, _ of 
Waterloo Street, Southsea, 
spent the most hectic day 
of her life when she visited 
leading London stores to 
buy a complete wardrobe 
for a visit to Australia. 
Sylvia, with her husband 
Robin and eight-year-old son 
David, left in October for a 


dream holiday, a thtee week’s é 

all expenses paid. visit to Collectors 
Australia, stopping off at 

Bangkok, Singapore, and Wel- meet at Hull 
lington. This is the prize OVER 250 collectors and 
that Robin. a maintenance friends gathered at Tiffany's 


in Hull recently to attend an 
informal get-together and meet 
members from Top Ten’s head 
office. After a one-hour com- 
pany presentation. including 
slides and film, there was a 


driver, won in a Spastics Pool 
competition. ? 

The Coles family travelled 
first-class, staying at leading 
hotels, and with £750 ‘spending 
Money’ provided for the trip. 


It was their first holiday since buffet, dancing and a bingo 
they married 11 years ago. session. 

As well as a full ‘set of lug- Special guests for the even- 
fage and cine camera, the ing were Michael James, 


Senior Regional Officer North 
East for The Spastics Society 
and his wife. 


Prize included £250 for Sylvia 
fo buy a new wardrobe for 
the holiday. 


J. & H. HARRISS 


5 


(Engineering) Ltd. 


Steel Stockholders and Stockists of Metal Thread 
Screws, High Tensile Bolts, etc. 
Bright Drawn Steel Bars, Profiling Plate, 
Black Steel Bars 
HAYES TRADING ESTATE, FOLKES ROAD, 
LYE 
Telephone 2281-2978 


MR PETER ALLAN.-and his wife Margaret did not 
object when the entertainment at Butlins, Clacton Holiday 
Centre, was interrupted—and no wonder as they received 
a cheque for £1,222 from the assistant entertainments 


manager, Colin Phillips. Peter and Margaret, of Kenno- 
way Drive, Glasgow, won a share of the first dividend on 
the Spastics Pool. 


That long 
Journey was 
worth while 


A DAY out for 45 Bedford 
collectors meant a 44-hour 
coach journey to Bristol. The 
party, led by Margaret Terry. 
Supervisor BD68, headed west 
for two reasons. To meet 
head office staff of Top. Ten 
Promotions and also to visit 
some of Bristol’s tourist attrac- 
tions. 


OVER 60 Scottish collectors 
and friends have enjoyed a 
visit to Corseford Residential 
School for spastics at John- 
stone. They were met by Com- 
mander A. Cameron, Director 
of the Scottish Council for 
spastics, who introduced the 
head teacher, Mrs Boyle, who 


Isambard Kingdom Brunel's 
Clifton Suspension — Bridge, 
the SS Great Britain, the 
Cathedral, St Mary Redcliffe, 
and the University were just a 
few of the places of interest 
visited before the party arrived 
at Westmorland House, where 
they were met by Managing 


Director Kenneth Long and 
Company Executive Ron 
Sheppard: 

“A full and rather hectic 


day but well worth it,” was 
the comment made by Mar- 
garet Terry as the party 
boarded the coach for the long 
return journey to Bedford. 


They see 


SPASTICS NEWS If 


PICTURED at the Salford Rugby League Club, Lanca- 
shire, are Mr G. Roberts, centre, who received his first 
dividend cheque for £2,500 from Miss Kathleen Derby, 
Regional Officer for The Spastics Society. Also featured 
are, from left to right, LA78 Mr R. Farrell, the local 
supervisor, Mrs G. Roberts, and Mr J. Marshall, the 
Regional Manager. 


benefits of Pool cash 


explained the work of the Top Ten Promotions, handed 
School and showed slides of x Good Neighbours Trust 
the children making full use Cheque for £250 to Mr J, 


of the facilities. 
was then divided 


The 
into 


party 
three 


Cormie, Chairman of the Wes- 
tern regional -board for the 
Scottish Council for Spasties. 
Mr Cormie thanked the cotlec- 
tors of the Spastics Pool for 
the effort and time they give to 
help finance such establish- 
ments as Coresford School. 
Alan Holloway (second 
right) is pictured presenting 
the cheque on behalf of the 
Trust to Mr Cormie. Also pic- 
tured are Norman Kirk, Top 
Ten regional manager, left, and 
Commander Cameron. 


groups for a conducted tour. 

Alan Holloway of the divi- 
sional management office, who 
visited the school on behalf of 


SECOND-HAND ‘Multi 
variable’ adjustable height 
typing table required — 
21in-24in.—Telephone Mrs 
Atkinson 01-462 6208. 


FOR sale: Major Buggy 
pushchair, condition as 
new. £12 or nearest offer. 
—Mrs. Wray, 2 Trinity 
Road, Richmond, Surrey. 
Tel 01-948 0686. 


SPAPRIDE 
CONSTRUCTION 
LIMITED 


General Builders 


Manufacturers of High-class Joinery 
Loft Conversion Specialists 
Express Stairs Service 7-10 days 


INGLEWOOD FARM, SONNING LANE 
SONNING, READING, BERKS 
Telephone Reading 692349 
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Deeleys Castings 
Ltd 


LEA MORE LANE, LEAMORE 


WALSALL, STAFFS 
Telephone 0922-76898 


MANUFACTURERS OF 
MALLEABLE AND GREY 
IRON CASTINGS 


are pleased to be associated 
with this worthy cause 
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MOTORISTS 


Come along — see for yourselves — we can 
supply all your requirements at discount 
prices 


For example 
Exhaust systems 30% off 
Brake shoes 50% off 


Open Sundays 10 am to 12.30 pm 


DRIVE & SAVE MOTOR 
ACCESSORIES 


5 BEDFORD PARADE, NORTH SHIELDS 
_ Telephone: North Shields 78629 
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ROYS AUTO 
UPPLIES 


450 Wells Road 
(Opp Airport Road) 
Knowle, Bristol 
Telephone 777839 


*Open every day* 


37 High Street, 
Staple Hill, 
Bristol. 


Telephone 566663. 


Monday-Saturday 


9amto6pm 
(All day Wed) 
Sunday 10 am-] pm 
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Tune’s Engineering 
Service Ltd. 


- DISTRIBUTORS OF ALL ENGINEERING 
EQUIPMENT 


Bedford Spanners :: 


Dormer Products 


Electric Tools :: (GKN Products 


506/510 IPSWICH ROAD, SLOUGH 
Telephone 368811 (10 lines) 
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12. SPASTICS NEWS 


ltalian 
award for 
Joey 


‘JOEY. the brilliant — tele- 
vision film about the life of 
a spastic has won this year’s 
documentary section of the 
Prix Italia, held annually in 
Florence. 

As Spastics News readers 
will recall, the film’s hero, 
severely handicapped Joey 
Deacon, has spent most of his 
life in a subnormality hospital. 

After reading Joey’s auto- 
biography, ‘Tongue Tied,’ BBC 
producer Brian Gibson decided 
to make it the basis for a 
‘Horizon’ film, using spastic 
actors to play the parts of Joey 
as a child and a young man. 

The film, first seen on BBC2 
in December 1974, has also 
won an important British 
screen award. 


The AGM 


Cont from Page 1. 


December at which the pres- 
ent and newly-elected mem- 
bers of the Council would 
discuss major matters of policy 
confronting the Society, and 
also to get to know each other. 
Members of the Council come 
from all over England and 
Wales and though they are all 


involved with work for spas- 


tics they rarely have an oppor- 
tunity to meet more informally. 
It is hoped that the weekend 
gathering held shortly after the 
AGM is an innovation which 


will become a regular event in 


future years. 


- Guest speakers at the AGM 
will be Mr Dickie Henderson. 
of the Stars Organisation for 
Geoffrey 


Spastics, and Mr 
Arter, Director of Top Ten 


Promotions Ltd, the promoters 


of the Spastics Pool. 


After lunch there will be a 
conference at which delegates 


will have every opportunity to 
ask spontaneous questions on 
any aspect of the Society's 
work. They will be answered 
by a panel composed of the 
Chairmen of the main com- 


mittees, Finance, Public Rela- 


tions and Fundraising, and 
Resources, and the Society’s 
chief executives. 

There will also be short 
talks by handicapped young 
people on education, employ- 
ment, and integration into the 
community. 


Say cheese 
pleese . 


THE Societys Midlands 
Regional Office certainly has 
a nose for novel fund raising 
ideas. And now the staff are 
hoping to combine the sweet 
smell of success with the more 
dubious aroma of Stilton 
cheese. 

The Region has come to an 
arrangement with the manu- 
facturers to buy whole 16!b 
cheeses at only 60p per pound, 
Half cheeses are also available. 

Theyre hoping to spread 
their good fortune around by 
reselling the cheeses to local 
groups as prizes for raffles.. A 
similar scheme last year proved 
quite successful. 

Anyone interested should 
apply to the Regional Office 
not later than Monday, 
November 24. After that it’s 
hard seeeete ae 


Shock no’ 
from BBC 


Cont from Page 1. 
don °62 Club should apply 
again for tickets, explaining in 
more detail what would be in- 


volved in a group from the 
Club attending a_ television 
show. 

Janice Hancock was en- 


couraged by this reaction. ‘It’s 
certainly a lot better than the 
Ticket Unit's reply.’ she said. 
‘But. I still feel that an 
organisation as large as the 
BBC. with all its responsibili- 
ties, could make much better 
provision for the disabled.’ 

Spastic News also approached 
Thames Television to find out 
its reaction to including dis- 
abled people among _ the 
audience. A spokesman there 
said that at the moment there 
were no arrangements. Once 
again the problems of seating 
and the complexities of tech- 
nical equipment were put for- 
ward. 

‘But we would welcome any 
suggestions as to how these 
problems can be overcome,’ 
she said. ‘We are willing to 
discuss the matter with ,any 
organisation concerned, 
because we are very sympa- 
thetic to the problems faced by 
disabled people.’ 

Now Janice Hancock is to 
place the matter before the 
committee of the London *62 
Club for further discussion. 
‘Personally I feel we should 
take the matter up further with 
both. the BBC and Thames 
Television, = oshex ‘said; 


Hazel helps 
her old 


school 


HAZEL DUNN, 19, of 
Chester-le-Street, Durham, 
not only organised a spon- 
sored walk but wheeled 
herself around eight miles 
of the course. The event 
was in aid of her old 
school, the Percy Hedley 
Centre for Spastics at New- 
castle. Said Hazel: ‘They 
did an awful lot for me and 
I wanted to do something 
in return.’ 

She raised £80 by her 
own efforts and other 
participants were expected 
to bring in more than £20. 


"Japanese couple think Engl 


handicapped 
have no 
difficulties 


THAT well-known target of abuse — British Rail 
— has come in for some high praise from 
Japanese visitors, Mr and Mrs Masuko and Kaz- 
vaki Akiyama. They belong to an organisation 
for spastics in Tokyo and are on a fact-finding 
tour of England. One of the things that has 
impressed them most is British Rail. 


‘It is almost impossible 
for us to travel by train in 
Japan,” said Mr Akiyama, 
speaking through Miss 
Mieko Hanari, who is help- 
ing them and acting as 
interpreter during the trip. 
‘The stations are inacces- 
sible, and no help is pro- 
vided. 

‘Here there are very few 
steps to negotiate, and the 
railway staff have been 
most helpful. On several 
occasions they have offered 
help without being asked. 
In Japan it would not occur 


Picture by courtesy 
of Durham Chronicle. 


Spastics News 
story brings 
boys a holiday 


AS the result of Spastics News 
publicity, two handicapped 
brothers from Rugby have been 
able to take an exciting sea- 
side holiday. 

Last May, we published a 
story about Heidi and Sid 
Stratford, who have two 
severely handicapped spastic 
boys. ‘The article was read by 
Peggy Cummins, Chairman of 
the Management Committee 
for Colwall Court, run by the 
Stars Organisation for Spastics 
at Bexhill, Sussex. 

She decided to help the 
family by offering a free holi- 
day to the boys, Michael and 
Clive, which would also give 
their parents a much-needed 
break, and on October 25 the 
_ brothers went to Colwall Court. 


tion, 


— ee a ee 


to people to give help to 
the handicapped. Even in 
England we have encoun- 
tered other Japanese 
people, and they have 
ignored us. They just 
don’t want to know.’ 

Taxi drivers have also come 
in for praise. ‘In Japan they 
just won’t stop to pick up a 
handicapped person,’ said Mr 
Akiyama, ‘But in England 
they are most helpful.’ 

Mr and Mrs Akiyama are 
both members of an organisa- 
tion ‘similar to our *62 Clubs. 
Mr Akiyama can walk with the 
aid of a stick, but his wife 
spends most of her time in her 
wheelchair. 

They pointed out that there 
are very few facilities for 
spastics in Japan, although 
other handicaps are catered 
for. 

‘We read in Spastics News 
about the wonderful things 
being done for spastics in 
England, said Mr Akiyama. 
‘And we could not believe it 
so we decided to come and see 
for ourselves. 

‘In Japan, severely handi- 
capped spastics live either at 
home with their families, or in 
hospitals. There =—aAre--. no 
special schools or centres. The 
only money provided is social 
security, which is very mini- 
mal. 

While in England, the couple 


many of you. 


have visited several Spastics 
Society Centres, such as the 
Princess Marina and Oakwood. 
They have seen the Habinteg 
housing scheme and a local 
authority housing scheme at 
Islington. They have also 
attended the ICPS Seminar’ on 
recreation for the handicapped 
in Holland, and the 62 Club 
conference at Reading. 

The things which have im- 
pressed the couple most are 
those which offer the maximum 
degree of independence to a 
handicapped person. They 
were particularly struck by 
the POSSUM environmental 
control units. 

I. think> it) is=best" fora 
handicapped person to live in 
the community as much as pos- 
sible, said Mr Akiyama. 
“Where they have to live in 
centres, these should be very 
small—no more than 10 or 12 
people.’ 

At the end of their tour, Mr 


Quartets marathon 
drive for new bus 


A WEEKEND cross-country drive looks like netting 
enough money to buy a new minibus for the Dudley and 


District Spastics Group. 
journey. It covered well 


But it was no ordinary car 
over 1,200 miles, 


and the 


country being crossed was Britain from Lands End to 


John O’Groats and back. 

Tt all started when the mana- 
ger of a Dudley Service Sta- 
David Sutton, and his 
friends, decided that they 
wanted to do something to help 
Spastics. The idea arose after 
they met Judith Hampton, a 
spastic who is the daughter of 
the. Chairman of the Dudley 
Group. 

Mr Sutton, together with 
Roy Biddle, Adrian Pegler and 
Les Blood, decided on a spon- 
sored drive. 

They set off in Mr Sutton’s 
Hillman Avenger, hoping to 
complete the return trip in 40 
hours. And they made it with 
an hour to spare. 

~. Now the dashing quartet are 


Over £1,000 million help for sick and disabled’ 


FINANCIAL help for~> the 
chronically sick and the dis- 
abled will be running at more 
than £1,000 million a year 
when the new rates of benefit 
come into operation in Novem- 
ber, Mr Alf Morris, Minister 
fer the Disabled, said in 
ma on October 7. And 
figure did not include 


oe 
en er — — 


retirement pension for about 
2,500,600 pensioners with some 
form of disablement, or new 
benefits which were to be intro- 
duced over the next two years. 

Mr Morris paid tribute to 
the work of yoluntary organ- 
isations working in the field of 
disablement. This was society 
expressing its concern and 
exercising the responsibilities 


such concern implied. But it 
was not sufficient, “The budgets 
of all the voluntary bodies 
combined would be but a drop 
in the ocean,’ he said. Only 
central government could run 
nationwide cash benefit 
Schemes, 

Mr Morris gave an especial 
welcome to the announcement 
by the Department of the 


Environment of additional 
financial assistance to. local 
authorities which provide 


housing designed to meet the 
requirements. of the handi- 
capped. ‘Finding suitable 
accommodation can be a prob- 
jem for anyone these days, but 
for handicapped people it is 
often a particularly ees 
one,’ he said. 


busy collecting money from 
their sponsors...’ It is too early 
to say yet how much they will 
have raised. But it looks as 
if they might well reach their 
target of £2,000. necessary to 
buy the minibus for the 
Group’s work centre. 

The venture was helped by 
Amoco, who supplied petrol 
free of charge. And by Air- 
call, which provided a two- 
way communication system so 
that contact could be made 


with the drivers throughout 
the trip. 


Every local group for spastics 
welcomes new volunteers. Could cl 
YOU help? Your local group ist 
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FAR away in Japan, Mr and Mrs Akiyama pictured wit 
their helper and interpreter, Miss Mieko Hanari (stand 
ing), read in Spastics News about ‘the wonderful thing 
being done for spastics in England.’ They couldn’t believe 
it—so they decided to come to see for themselves. Their — 
_ impressions of life for the handicapped here may Surprise. 


Parsons Ltd, 
Spastics Society, 12 Park 


NOVEMBER 1 
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and Mrs Akiyama will retug 
to report back to their group, 
Aoi Shiba No Kai — The | 
Green’ Grass area 4 
which Mr Akiyama is vice 
president. They then hope t 
influence the Japanese Govern- 
ment to improve conditions for — 
severely handicapped people i 
their country. 

‘I think that handicapped 
people in England have no : 
difficulties, he said. ‘There 
are very few things. that they” 
are unable to do, “nal 

The couple expressed is 
thanks to The Spastics | 
for providing accommo 


‘Without this we could ne’ 
have come, they said. 


ford, Middlesex. | 
couple, who are saan 
wheelchairs, met at Su 
mers, a hostel for the ¢ 
abled at West Molesey, 
Surrey. - 
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